[image: image1.png]HOSTED BY:

ILLINOIS

HOTEL & LODGING ASSOCIATION





TOURISM GROWS THE ILLINOIS ECONOMY 

Tourism Generates Tax Revenue

· Illinois’ funding for tourism is 100% funded by the state's hotel tax revenues. 

· While many other state revenue sources are flat or declining, Illinois’ investment in tourism has resulted in a 14% growth in hotel tax revenues, the fastest-growing state tax revenue source over the past three years.

· Hotel taxes alone generate over $300M of revenue for state purposes, with another $2.3 billion in other forms of state and local tax revenue generated by visitor spending.

Tourism Is Funded by the Hotel Tax; Local Expenditures are Matched

· Only 1/3 of state hotel tax revenue is dedicated to tourism.

· Every state dollar granted to a local convention and visitor bureaus is matched 1:1 locally.
Tourism Creates and Maintains Jobs

· Illinois has more travel-related jobs (342,000) than our bordering states Wisconsin & Missouri combined. 
· Tourism hires all levels of education, providing jobs that cannot be outsourced.

SUPPORT FULL FUNDING, PER STATUTE, FOR ILLINOIS TOURISM

ISSUES:



SUPPORT: SB3386  Leveling the Playing Field with Short-term Rentals

Creates the Short-term Rental Operators' Occupation Tax Act. Imposes a tax upon persons engaged in the business of short-term rental at the rate of 5% of 94% of the gross rental receipts from such renting, leasing or letting. Imposes an additional tax at the rate of 1% of 94% of the gross rental receipts from such renting, leasing or letting. Provides that operators of short-term rentals shall obtain a business license from the Department of Revenue. Effective October 1, 2020.

SUPPORT: HB4023  State Employee Travel Reimbursements

Amends the State Finance Act. Provides that State travel reimbursement rates for lodging and mileage for automobile travel, as well as allowances for meals, shall be set at the maximum rates established by the federal government for travel expenses, subsistence expenses, and mileage allowances. Provides that if the rates set under federal regulations increase or decrease during the course of the State's fiscal year, the effective date of the new rate shall be the effective date of the change in the federal rate. Makes conforming and other changes.

SUPPORT: HB 4315: Agritourism Liability Act

Creates the Agritourism Liability Act. Provides that an agritourism operator is not liable for injury or death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks of agritourism activities if the agritourism operator posts the required warning notice. Provides that a participant assumes the inherent risks of an agritourism activity by engaging in the agritourism activity. Provides that no participant may pursue an action or recover from an agritourism operator for injury, loss, damage, or death of the participant resulting from any of the inherent risks of agritourism activities. Provides that nothing prevents or limits the liability of an agritourism operator if the agritourism operator: (1) commits an act or omission that constitutes willful or wanton disregard for the safety of the participant and that act or omission proximately causes injury, damage, or death to the participant; or (2) has actual knowledge or reasonably should know of an unusual dangerous condition on the land, facilities, or equipment used in the activity or the dangerous propensity of a particular animal used in such an activity, does not make the danger known to the participant, and the danger proximately causes injury, damage, or death to the participant. Provides that an agritourism operator shall post and maintain a warning notice in a clearly visible location at or near the entrance to the agritourism activity.

SUPPORT: full funding of Illinois Tourism. Funding for tourism is 100% funded by the state's hotel tax revenues. Illinois’ investment in tourism has resulted in a 14% growth in hotel tax revenues.  Hotel taxes alone generate over $300M of revenue for state purposes, with another $2.3 billion in other forms of state and local tax revenue generated by visitor spending.
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